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Syria at a Glance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean Sea, between Lebanon and Turkey 

Geographic coordinates: 35 00 N, 38 00 E 

Map references: Middle East 

Area – comparative: slightly more than 1.5 times the size of Pennsylvania 

Land boundaries: total: 2,363 km 

Capital: Damascus 

Official language: Arabic 

Population: 18,028,549 (July 2017 est.) 

Government: presidential republic; highly 

authoritarian regime 

Establishment 17 April 1946 (from League of 

Nations mandate under French 

administration) 

National or Regional Currency: Syrian pound (SYP) 

 

Area: 

total: 185,180 sq km 

land: 183,630 sq km 

water: 1,550 sq km 

note: includes 1,295 sq km of Israeli-

occupied territory 



border countries (5): Iraq 599 km, Israel 83 km, Jordan 379 km, Lebanon 403 km, Turkey 899 

km 

Coastline: 193 km  

Maritime claims: territorial sea: 12 nm 

contiguous zone: 24 nm 

Climate: mostly desert; hot, dry, sunny summers 

(June to August) and mild, rainy winters 

(December to February) along coast; cold weather 

with snow or sleet periodically in Damascus 

Terrain primarily semiarid and desert plateau; 

Narrow coastal plain; mountains in west 

Elevation extremes: mean elevation: 514 m 

Elevation extremes: lowest point: unnamed location near Lake Tiberias -208 m 

Highest Point: Mount Hermon (Jabal a-Shayk) 2,814 m1 

 

History 

Following World War I, France acquired a mandate over the northern portion of the former 

Ottoman Empire province of Syria. The French administered the area as Syria until granting it 

independence in 1946. The new country lacked political stability and experienced a series of 

military coups. Syria united with Egypt in February 1958 to form the United Arab Republic. In 

September 1961, the two entities separated, and the Syrian Arab Republic was reestablished. In 

the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, Syria lost the Golan Heights region to Israel. During the 1990s, Syria 

and Israel held occasional, albeit unsuccessful, peace talks over its return. In November 1970, 

Hafiz al-ASAD, a member of the socialist Ba'th Party and the minority Alawi sect, seized power 

in a bloodless coup and brought political stability to the country. Following the death of President 

Hafiz al-ASAD, his son, Bashar al-ASAD, was approved as president by popular referendum in 

July 2000. Syrian troops - stationed in Lebanon since 1976 in an ostensible peacekeeping role - 

were withdrawn in April 2005. During the July-August 2006 conflict between Israel and Hizballah, 

Hizballah, Syria placed its military forces on alert but did not intervene directly on behalf of its 

ally Hizballah. In May 2007, Bashar al-ASAD's second term as president was approved by popular 

referendum. 

Influenced by major uprisings that began elsewhere in the region, and compounded by additional 

social and economic factors, antigovernment protests broke out first in the southern province of 

Dar'a in March 2011 with protesters calling for the repeal of the restrictive Emergency Law 

allowing arrests without charge, the legalization of political parties, and the removal of corrupt 

local officials. Demonstrations and violent unrest spread across Syria with the size and intensity 
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of protests fluctuating. The government responded to unrest with a mix of concessions - including 

the repeal of the Emergency Law, new laws permitting new political parties, and liberalizing local 

and national elections - and with military force and detentions. The government's efforts to quell 

unrest and armed opposition activity led to extended clashes between government forces, their 

allies, and oppositionists. 

International pressure on the ASAD regime intensified after late 2011, as the Arab League, the 

EU, Turkey, and the US expanded economic sanctions against the regime and those entities that 

support it. In December 2012, the Syrian National Coalition, was recognized by more than 130 

countries as the sole legitimate representative of the Syrian people. In September 2015, Russia 

launched a military intervention on behalf of the ASAD regime, and government-aligned forces 

recaptured Aleppo city in December 2016, shifting the conflict in the regime’s favor. Political 

negotiations between the government and opposition delegations at UN-sponsored Geneva 

conferences since 2014 have failed to produce a resolution of the conflict. Russia, Iran, and Turkey 

since early 2017 have held negotiations in Astana to establish de-escalation zones to reduce 

violence in Syria, and Russia has also begun pushing for political negotiations in Sochi. Unrest 

continues in Syria, and according to an April 2016 UN estimate, the death toll among Syrian 

Government forces, opposition forces, and civilians was over 400,000. As of December 2017, 

approximately 13.1 million people were in need of humanitarian assistance in Syria, with 6.3 

million people displaced internally, and an additional 5.4 million registered Syrian refugees, 

making the Syrian situation among the largest humanitarian crises worldwide2 

 

Government  

Country name: Syrian Arab Republic 

Government 

type: 

presidential republic; highly authoritarian regime 

Capital:  Damascus 

Administrative 

divisions:  

14 provinces (muhafazat, singular - muhafazah); Al Hasakah, Al 

Ladhiqiyah (Latakia), Al Qunaytirah, Ar Raqqah, As Suwayda', Dar'a, 

Dayr az Zawr, Dimashq (Damascus), Halab, Hamah, Hims (Homs), Idlib, 

Rif Dimashq (Damascus Countryside), Tartus 

Independence: 17 April 1946 (from League of Nations mandate under French 

administration) 

National 

holiday: 

Independence Day (Evacuation Day), 17 April (1946); note - celebrates the 

leaving of the last French troops and the proclamation of full independence 

Constitution:  several previous; latest issued 15 February 2012, passed by referendum and 

effective 27 February 2012 

Legal system: mixed legal system of civil and Islamic law (for family courts) 

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal 

Executive 

branch: 

chief of state: President Bashar al-ASAD (since 17 July 2000); Vice 

President Najah al-ATTAR (since 23 March 2006) 
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head of government: Prime Minister Imad Muhammad Dib KHAMIS 

(since 22 June 2016); Deputy Prime Ministers Fahd Jasim al-FURAYJ, Lt. 

Gen.(since 23 June 2012) and Walid al-MUALEM (since 23 June 2012) 

cabinet: Council of Ministers appointed by the president 

elections/appointments: president directly elected by simple majority 

popular vote for a 7-year term (eligible for a second term); election last 

held on 3 June 2014 (next to be held in June 2021); the president appoints 

the vice presidents, prime minister, and deputy prime ministers 

election results: Bashar al-ASAD elected president; percent of vote - 

Bashar al-ASAD (Ba'th Party) 88.7%, Hassan al-NOURI (independent) 

4.3%, Maher HAJJER (independent) 3.2%, other/invalid 3.8% 

Legislative 

branch: 

description: unicameral People's Assembly or Majlis al-Shaab (250 seats; 

members directly elected in multi-seat constituencies by proportional 

representation vote to serve 4-year terms) 

elections: last held on 13 April 2016 (next to be held in 2020) 

election results: percent of vote by party - NPF 80%, other 20%; seats by 

party - NPF 200, other 50 

Judicial 

branch: 

highest court(s): Court of Cassation (organized into civil, criminal, 

religious, and military divisions, each with 3 judges); Supreme 

Constitutional Court (consists of 7 members) 

judge selection and term of office: Court of Cassation judges appointed by 

the Supreme Judicial Council or SJC, a judicial management body headed 

by the minister of justice with 7 members including the national president; 

judge tenure NA; Supreme Constitutional Court judges nominated by the 

president and appointed by the SJC; judges appointed for 4-year renewable 

terms 

subordinate courts: courts of first instance; magistrates' courts; religious 

and military courts; Economic Security Court; Counterterrorism Court 

(established June 2012)3 

 

International Human Development Trend  

Human Development Index    

Year value 

2010 0.644 

2012 0.631 

2014 0.550 

2015 0.538 

2016 0.536 

2017 0.536 
Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf 
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Human Development Indicators 

Health 

Indicator value 

Expenditure on health, public (% of GDP)(%)2015 … 

Under-five morality (per 1,000 live birth) 2016 17.5 

Life expectancy at birth 2017 71.0 

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf  

 

Education 

Indicator  Value 

Primary school dropout rates (% of 

primary school cohort) 2007-2016 

6.8 

Expected Years of Schooling (of children) 

2017 

8.8 

Mean years of schooling (of adults) (years) 5.1 

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf  

Economy - overview:  

Syria's economy continues to deteriorate amid the ongoing conflict that began in 2011, declining 

by more than 70% from 2010 to 2017. The government has struggled to address the effects of 

international sanctions, widespread infrastructure damage, diminished domestic consumption and 

production, reduced subsidies, and high inflation, which have caused dwindling foreign exchange 

reserves, rising budget and trade deficits, a decreasing value of the Syrian pound, and falling 

household purchasing power. 

During 2014, the ongoing conflict and continued unrest and economic decline worsened the 

humanitarian crisis and elicited a greater need for international assistance, as the number of people 

in need inside Syria increased from 9.3 million to 12.2 million, and the number of Syrian refugees 

increased from 2.2 million to more than 3.3 million. 

Prior to the turmoil, Damascus had begun liberalizing economic policies, including cutting lending 

interest rates, opening private banks, consolidating multiple exchange rates, raising prices on some 

subsidized items, and establishing the Damascus Stock Exchange, but the economy remains highly 

regulated. Long-run economic constraints include foreign trade barriers, declining oil production, 

high unemployment, rising budget deficits, increasing pressure on water supplies caused by heavy 

use in agriculture, rapid population growth, industrial expansion, water pollution, and widespread 

infrastructure damage.4 
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Economic Outlook 

Markets Last Previou

s 

Range Unit Referenc

e 

Frequenc

y 

GDP Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

GDP 73.67 59.15 0.86:73.67 USD 

Billion 

Dec/12 Yearly 

GDP Annual 

Growth Rate 

-3.4 -5.3 -24.8:25 % Dec/16 Yearly 

GDP PER CAPITA 1700 1687 563:1700 USD Dec/10 Yearly 

GDP PER CAPITA 

PPP 

4685 4502 2811:4685 USD Dec/12 Yearly 

Labor Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

POPULATION 18.27 18.43 4.57:21.02 Millio

n 

Dec/17 Yearly 

UNEMPLOYMEN

T RATE 

14.9 15.2 2.3:15.2 % Dec/18 Yearly 

Prices Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

INFLATION 

RATE 

1.1 5.3 -31.05:121 % Dec/17 Monthly 

Money Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

Deposit 

INTEREST RATE 

6.22 6.35 4:9 % Dec/10 Yearly 

Trade Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

BALANCE OF 

TRADE 

-

190995

3 

-

1287276 

-

1909953:8285

6 

SYP 

Millio

n 

Dec/16 Yearly 

CURRENT 

ACCOUNT TO 

GDP 

-.62 -2.15 -2.15:3.45 % Dec/10 Yearly 

EXPORTS 328519 210065 13391:505107 SYP 

Millio

n 

Dec/16 yearly 

IMPORTS 223847

2 

1497340 17337:223847

2 

SYP 

Millio

n 

Dec/16 Yearly 

Government Last Previous Range Unit Reference Frequency 

GOVERNMENT 

DEBT TO GDP 

30.01 31.21 30.01:190 % Dec/10 Yearly 

GOVERNMENT 

BUDGET 

-11.4 -1.14 -11.4:-1.04 % of 

GDP 

Dec/12 Yearly 

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/syria/indicators 
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GDP 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Syria was worth 73.67 billion US dollars in 2012. The GDP 

value of Syria represents 0.12 percent of the world economy. GDP in Syria averaged 15.32 USD 

Billion from 1960 until 2012, reaching an all time high of 73.67 USD Billion in 2012 and a record 

low of 0.86 USD Billion in 1960.5 

 

 

GDP Annual Growth Rate 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Syria contracted 3.40 percent in 2016 from the previous 

year. GDP Annual Growth Rate in Syria averaged 3.58 percent from 1971 until 2016, reaching 

an all time high of 25 percent in 1972 and a record low of -24.80 percent in 2013.6 
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GDP per Capita 

The Gross Domestic Product per capita in Syria was last recorded at 1700.39 US dollars in 2010. 

2010. The GDP per Capita in Syria is equivalent to 13 percent of the world's average. GDP per 

capita in Syria averaged 1147.70 USD from 1960 until 2010, reaching an all time high of 

1700.39 USD in 2010 and a record low of 563.07 USD in 1960.7 

 

 

Government Budget 

Syria recorded a Government Budget deficit equal to 11.40 percent of the country's Gross 

Domestic Product in 2012. Government Budget in Syria averaged -3.45 percent of GDP from 2003 
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2003 until 2012, reaching an all time high of -1.04 percent of GDP in 2003 and a record low of -

11.40 percent of GDP in 2012.8 

 

 

Foreign Trade Evaluation 

 

Trade Last Previous Highest  Lowest Unit 

Balance of Trade 

 

-

1909953.00 

-

1287276.00 

82856.40 -

1909953.00 

SYP 

Million 

Current Account to GDP -0.62 -2.15 3.45 -2.15 percent 

Exports 328519.00 210065.00 505107.00 13391.20 SYP 

Million 

Imports 2238472.00 1497340.00 2238472.00 17337.20 SYP 

Million 

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/syria/balance-of-trade 

 

Balance of Trade 

Syria recorded a trade deficit of 1909953 SYP Million in 2016. Balance of Trade in Syria averaged 

-70186.40 SYP Million from 1983 until 2016, reaching an all time high of 82856.40 SYP Million 

in 1990 and a record low of -1909953 SYP Million in 2016. 
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Exports and Imports 

Exports in Syria increased to 328519 SYP Million in 2016 from 210065 SYP Million in 2015. 

Exports in Syria averaged 75432.24 SYP Million from 1983 until 2016, reaching an all time high 

of 505107 SYP Million in 2011 and a record low of 13391.20 SYP Million in 2004.9 
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Imports in Syria increased to 2238472 SYP Million in 2016 from 1497340 SYP Million in 2015. 

Imports in Syria averaged 145618.63 SYP Million from 1983 until 2016, reaching an all time high 

high of 2238472 SYP Million in 2016 and a record low of 17337.20 SYP Million in 2004.10 

 

 

 

 

Trade Profile 2017 
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Source: Extracted from: World Trade Organization (WTO), “Trade Profiles 2017”, page.344-345 

345 

 



Tariffs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

http://stat.wto.org/TariffProfile/WSDBTariffPFHome.aspx?Language=E  
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